DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
MULTI-NATIONAL DIVISION-BAGHDAD
CAWP LIBERTY, IRAQ

APO AE 08352
REPLY TL
ATYTENTION OF;
AFZPR-CG 31 December 2002

MEMORANDUM THRU

MNC-L ATTN: O3, Camp Victory, Irec, AFO AE 09342
- g

MNF-I, ATTN: 73, Camp Victory, Irag, APO AE (9343
FOR Commander, US.CENTCOM, 7115 South Boundary Boulevard, Mac Dill, AFB, FL 33621

SUBJECT: Friendly Fire Incident-SSG Bass and SGT Meeuwsen, A/2-502 IN, 101" ABN {AA),
TF Baghdad-25 Nov 03

L. Pursuant to DODI 6055.7, Accident Investigation, Reporting and Record Keeping, [ am
forwarding vou the attached investigation involving the deaths of SSG Aram Bass and SGT
William ?”‘vimuza'san for your action and signature. SSG Bass and SGT Mecuwsen died on 23
November 2005 as a result of a friendly fire incident involving units from A/2-502 IN. T have
reviewed this investigation and concur with the findings and recommenda mm with exceptions.
The exceptions 1o the recommendations are listed in a separate memorandum included in the
investigation.

As a result of this incident, T directed tha 27 Biﬁ"; 101% ABN {AA) conduct retraining on
convoy preparation and day and night recognition. T have directed that every patrol have at least
VS 17 panel or similar recognition symbel.

- Ifurther directed the CDR, 2° BDE, 101 ABN {AA) to submit an Operzational Needs
b tatement for any equipment he may need to conducer his mission. He will review his M1114
allocation and request additional vehicles or reorganize his internal task organization to properly
man his patrols. ‘

4. lhave directed that commanders ensure that every Soldier is qualified on.the weapon system
that they are operating.

5. Pointof contact is the Staff judge Advoeate at William A . Hudson@us.zrmy.mil.
Pt

WILLIAMC @‘ AVEBSTE!
Maijor L}mc;ai U.S. Army
Commanding
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DEPARTNENT OF THE ARMY
MULTI-NATICNAL DIVISION-BAGHDAD
CANP LIBERTY, IRAQ

AP AE 08382
REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:
AFLP-CG 31 December 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Friendly Fire Incident-8SG Bass and SGT Mecuwsen, A/2-502 [N, 101 ABN (AA),

T Baghdad-23 N

1‘ ihax reviewed the AR 15-6 Investigation into the friendly fire incident i?’iz{?h ing units from
AS2-502 IN the ﬁ.Lmt Ited 1 the death of S5 Bass and SGT Mzcu&& sen on 23 November 2005, 1
&::spr ¢ the findings and recommendations with the following additions and exceptions listed

o2
w..)

Y BDE, 1017 ABN (AA) will conduct retraining on convoy preparation and day and night
mu‘zamm}p The BDE f"‘%’%'} must report 1o me when this training is complete. | direct that every
patrol have at least one VS 17 panel or similar recognition symbol.

. direct the CDR, 2-101 ABN (AA), 1o review lis M 1114 allocation to determine if additional
xcis; cles are needed of if he needs to recrganize his current task organization in order to meet current
vAJ will submit an Operationa. Needs Statement
te the mission.

-~

mission. Furthermore, the CDR, 2-101 ABN {
detailing any equipment that the brigade neads 10 com

4. All Soldiers will be qualified on the weapon system that they are operating,

’x%‘l% i ER
’xm;o“ imncr} U fv Army
Commanding”



AF7P-JAA 19 Diecember 2005

MEMORANDUM FROM Office of the Stail Judge Advocate, Administrative Law Division,
Task Force Baghdad, Irag

MEMORANDUM FOR Approving Awthority

SUBJECT: Legal Review-Friendly Fire Incident-23 Nov 05-A/2-502™

N 2R
e

1. After conduciing a legal review of the subject Armny Regulation (AR) 135+6 Investigation, 1
find it is legally sufficient AW AR 13-6, para 2-3b.
2. The proceedings comply with legal requirements;

b. There are no substantial errors in the report of investigation;

. There is sufficient evidence to support the Investigating Officer's {10) findings: and

3

d. The recommendations are consistent with the findines.

R

2. The POC for this memorandum is the undersigned at 242-4084




ﬁﬁ?&ﬁ?%@@%? @; ?%%E ARN{Y

Heagquarters, Tst Brig

AFZS-LI-Z

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: 15-6 Investigation Report 4/2.502™ Friendly Fire Incident 23 Nov 05

I Findings.

a. General Incident Qverview. On 23 Nov 05 at approxi imately 16350hrs,

{ kn _ were killed in action along with three feliow Soldiers
wounded in action and one local national interprater, all from 2™ Platoon, Alpha Company, 2-
502", 2 BDE ~ 101™ AASLT due to friendly fire from a sister platoon in A ‘vha Company.

On the % ate afternoon of 23 Nov © wa. yas carducimg an area racon and
maneuvaring his section “Gator of 3° Piatoon, Company A, 2-502™ when several members
of his patrol overheard small arms tire. machi inegun fire, and small explosions fo their dirsct

Wes’{. Shorily thersafiar, . «of 27 Platoon radinad Gato  and | inquired if the ey
had heard th= firefight and was Gator  in contact respondsd {of

that Gatori. _ as nntin matacl He then decided to maneuver his 4 x HMMWY patrol 1o uie
West along Roum 7, in order fo recon what was oceurring and possibly angage and
defeat suspecied AIF forces.

Unkpown ot : I, i, of 1o the Alpha Company Command Post was
that "Gator, and a smail dismounted patrol had been engaged by AlF forces.

}amé his € man element were af that i:"m f“amamg contact and W@ a
house fo sesk co=r agd attempt tg raise the 2™ Platoon base element Alpha
Company “Gat m{ 1‘_ —_ Al sﬁﬁ—aéﬁs) in order o reinforce the froops in
gontact, was wounded, possih ig Q‘f a shiper or marksman, and his patroi (A_

Scldiers and 1 loca! national aEQP} broke contact and had cleared & hew South of
and had amug  the rooftop in an effort to make communications. Gate * momaed AIF
forces from the roofiop and when attempls at communication failed ¢ ,‘ de
f hotwired a Songo truck in order to extract the patrol and move the wi surdeds L s #
back to the base element of 2 platoon at the newiy established patrol bass (MB, i
Tne patrol quickly ioaded the Bongo, and believing AlF were repos! itioning sped Eastward on
the North side o 1approximately 1625hrs.

Unknown to ¥ {the TQ v " (Driver), Gator was
mansuvering Wastward on the Souu sids oy in order w develop the situation and
possibly defeat the suspected AIF. At 1628hrs, the wongo truck was first ssen by ' 7
M2 50cal gunner nf the lead HMMWYV . and at approximately 800ft, 2 weapon
was observed by__ outside of the passenger window, shaking up and down. A few
seconds later, the fruck aopeared 10 spesd up and continue Eastward headed directly for the
Gator s Patrol.  _ _ yslled to his T(g y “Sir, they've got wsapons” ar,

(oelieved that his patrol was under threat and this was either a hostile force, {:f‘lrum“s
Wing hostile intent, and in those few seconds issued the order for his M2 gunner

jlo engage e Bongo truck and defeat the threat. Atan estimated distance of 4007,

(s



the initial rounds of the M2 impacted the Bongoe truck, and then other Soldiers in the Gator
patrol opened firs i defeat the apparent inrsat. ﬁai no time were there any visible friendly
markings on the Bongo truck. nor could any Soldiers wearing ACUs or ACH healmets be
observed by the Waaml giement.

The driver| recsived fatal wounds as did the TC ¢ T asthe truck
rolied to a nalt at approXima®@y 128ft from the lead HMMWV across the small rngation canal
that separales (ne two dirt roads named Routst In addition to the two NCOs KA. the
local national TERF was wounded, - Medic, - Patrol Leaderand 3
- RTO were all wounded; all who were inside the bed of the uuck facing toward the rear
{West). Upon the vehicle coming to 2 step against a small free both ~—"g and

laﬁrec:’tﬁad cease fire, and upon dismounting identified that wose in the

Bongo Truck were friendly forces. He acted quickly and called forward the Eagle First
Responders (EFRs) and Patro! Medic and began the process of treating ths wounded and
requesting a MEDEVAC,

b. Findings. *aeted in accordance with published ROE and Escalation of

Force policies and guidslines. Jand the other Gator{ atrol members who fired at
the Bongo truck also acted IAW puvie... ROE and Escalation of Force policies and
guidelines belleving the Bongo was a hostile force or AIF with hostile mtsm and thezeby
defended themselves (Exhibits T, U, V, W), vas not aware that Galke Was
conducting a dismountad patrol § mﬁ vard and West alongl ind there were no visble
markings or signals used by Gator! in the Bongo as they approached the mounted Gamrf—i
patrol. In the few seconds available to him prior to ordering his M2 gunner fo initiate fire, he
observed the Bongo acting erratically, 2 weapon was observed outside the vehicle, and he
believed this was AIF coming from the recent firefight that he was moving towards to
investigate. In his own words he believed “They were going to Jihad it right here, and thus he
identified the Benge Truck as an AlF element with hostile intent (possible VBIED, 5{51::5@@

squad, or AlF), and prudently ordered his slement to defeat the threat {(Exhibits T, U, V, W, 14
’55,4 However, during the process of this investigation the investigating officer def:::rm ined
there were several factors present worth highlighting, in order to reduce the likelihood of
possible future Blue on Blue friendly fratricide incidents in this asymmetric operationa
environmeni.

il. Specific Overview of Incident {Diagrams 3 - ).

a. At2000hrs, 21 Nov 057 ved a wrba! WARNO from the Alpha b{}mpan;
X0, ~The mission would oceur atuz'i ing the 22% aﬂd was planned 10 be for 28-38 hrs
in duration. 2™ Platoon was 1o refieve the Galor %tm 1 (3" Piatoon) in sector, and candusi:
Task 1: Cache Search at MB .., Purpose 1: In order to denv AIF weapons caches, and
Task 2: Establish z Forward Patrol Base vigy and FPurnose 2: in order
o establish perrfmeu{ presence ovenwaiching a Eeavgz ED  (Exhibit oo
conducted a verbal ) %*zs NCO} an b that evening,
and then on the morming of the 22™, receivad a shorl L Update from the Company XC. He also
received an overvisw and threat ugdat{a from the Batialion Battle CPT and some guidance
from the Bn 83 bafore conducting his pairol order to the entire patroi {Exhibit 1). The pairol
departec onfaround on 22 Nov 08 1100hrs with -

(Clagram 2). They then proceeded to the farmhouse vic vy to conauct & wache
search. Of note that moming they had received one %MWWV out of mainienance, and a
newly assigned HMMWY and were late departing on their original planned 8P by at least 2




